
Columbia District Church Extension Society 
October 20, 2020       12:00 pm  

Zoom Videoconference 

Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Funga Taufoou, Trudy Pollard, Joy Atkinson, Heather Riggs, Randy Adams 

Absent: Becca Farrester Milligan, DJ Antlitz, Sho Dozono, Tim Overton-Harris

Prayers: Norm shared a joy of a new great-granddaughter! David lifted up the joy of seeing Ric on 
Channel 6 for his cardboard desk project, and a concern for his daughter-in-law, who has been 
diagnosed with breast cancer. Trudy’s 18-year-old great-grandson has registered to vote; they will 
work together on the ballot! Ric opened us in prayer.  

September minutes:  Trudy moved that the September 15, 2020, minutes be approved as corrected. 
Seconded.  

Passed. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Audit: Norm sent an email to the Board (via Laura) with Gary McGee’s report that COVID has delayed 
our 2019 financial review but he plans to begin work soon. David reported that he has not heard 
anything more recent. 

Parsonage inspections: They have begun! The inspection for the St. Paul’s (Milwaukie) parsonage has 
been finished. Question: we’re paying for the inspections, but do we want/need to see the results? 
Consensus is that yes, we do need to see them. Norm believes that we (as the “church union”) are the 
closest thing to a Board of Trustees that the district has. Ric pointed out that the project is a joint effort 
of the DS, the CDCES, and the Board of Church Location and Building. We don’t want to imply that we 
will be responsible for any changes or repairs that are needed. Recommendations from the report 
should be forwarded to the DS. The CDCES Board can help with accountability for the follow-up repairs. 

Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: Ric and Cynthia MacLeod have not been able to meet during the last 
month, but it continues to be on Ric’s list. 

CDCES grant money sources: We have discussed doing things differently so that Askings from the 
churches go to fund the CDCES grant. The Board is in favor of this idea. The overall goal is to bring in 
more money from Askings, which we think will be easier if people know the money will go to grants, 
rather than to something “mundane” like funding our operations.  

After some discussion, it was decided that Scott and David would develop a written proposal for the 
Board’s vote. Norm argued that any money from church sales should go to the VMF—not to the CDCES 
fund.  



 

 
Communication with churches: We had some discussion about the annual meeting, which we believe 
will need to be online this year. Ideas: give tips on how to write a grant; do a prize certificate with a 
“free” grant; story telling (done via short videos). Scott is available to do video editing (he’s been doing 
that for worship). We set the date of Feb. 16 at noon (our regular meeting date). Laura will 
communicate to make sure Tim can be there.  
 
Digital signatures: Heather has not had a chance to look into this yet. Scott has some experience with 
this from another organization. When we sign things with a bank or title company, then we’ll need 
“wet” signatures, but for grant/loan applications it’s more about knowing that the application has the 
support of the church leadership and the DS, so it’s not a legal requirement. Laura will do some 
research on options.  
 
Dennis Fund: Laura was able to finally track down a file with documentation on the origins of the 
Dennis Fund. Scott reported that it was simply money given via a will. There are specific instructions 
about how to distribute it, but there are no restrictions about the money itself, as it is not an 
endowment.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans Committee:  
Portland First UMC: We received a VMF grant application for $15,000 to support the development of 
an overnight housing shelter focused on Portland State University students who are experiencing 
housing insecurity.  
 
On behalf of the Committee, Donna moved that we grant $15,000 from the Vital Ministry Fund, with 
the check made out to Portland First UMC.  
 Passed.  
 
The committee also discussed the procedures we have in place for grant or loan applications. The 
instructions are on the website, but we can also put them on the application forms. We also want to 
have this discussion with Tim, to make sure he’s on board with and knowledgeable about our 
procedures. 
 
The committee also proposes that we set up a separate email address specifically for CDCES, to help 
simplify the process when people communicate with us, and to avoid the issue of Donna using her 
personal email for receiving applications. The Board is amenable to this; Laura will investigate to see if 
we can do this through the conference email server. 
 
Treasurer: Scott noted that Pioneer has requested $2000 from the church’s investments, to be 
disbursed this month.  
 
Investment Committee: Norm summarized Greg’s market report (attached to the Investment 
Committee minutes). The investment community has not been negatively impacted (for now) by the 



 

pandemic—but will that continue? No one knows! Norm noted that the minutes of the committee 
meeting will be on our webpage.  
 
Bookkeeper: David noted that we are running about as usual for our operating budget, because 
Askings never fully fund our operations. David summarized his financial reports, which were distributed 
for this meeting. All church loan payments are current, except for West Portland. David has been in 
conversation with the finance person at West Portland, so they do know that they’re one month 
behind in their payments. We don’t assess late fees, although interest is assessed to account for the 
missed and current payment in order to have at least their interest portion of the loan current. Ric 
asked if we’ve heard anything from Westside about paying off the balance of their loan. David has 
talked with them about the options, but he hasn’t heard anything recently.  
  
Nominations: All our Board directors have finally been officially elected by the annual conference! And 
now it’s time to start thinking about next year’s slate…. 
 
District Superintendent: Tim was not able to be with us, due to a cabinet commitment. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ric suggested that we make a slight change to our zoom meeting format: we would gather at 11:30 as 
a whole Board with some brief check-in and prayer, then we would break out into committees after 
that to meet for a full 30 minutes before reconvening as a full board. There was agreement with this 
plan.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:18pm.  
 
Next Meeting: November 17, 2020, at noon via Zoom. The Investments Committee and the 
Grants/Loans Committee will each meet at 11:30am, ahead of the Board meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


