
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
November 17, 2020       11:30 am  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Tim Overton-Harris, Trudy Pollard, Joy Atkinson, Heather Riggs 
 
Absent: Becca Farrester Milligan, DJ Antlitz, Funga Taufoou, Randy Adams, Sho Dozono 
 
Prayers: Laura’s family as they deal with the stress of their younger daughter’s employment situation; 
Lydia lifted up the Navajo Nation, which has been hit especially hard by Covid-10; southern Oregon 
communities as they rebuild after the wildfires. Ric led us in prayer.  
 
Committee work: The Investments Committee and the Grants/Loans Committee each met separately 
for 30 minutes, then we regathered as a Board. 
 
October minutes:  David moved that the October 20, 2020, minutes be approved, as corrected. 
Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Audit: Norm hasn’t heard anything from Gary McGee over the past month. Norm will give Gary a 
“nudge.”  
 
Parsonage inspections:  We have now received all five reports! We noted that there was apparently a 
miscommunication about who is paying for the reports; Ric affirmed that the CDCES is granting this 
money. Tim will follow up. In terms of doing the repair work: who is the enforcer? Ric suggested that 
the CDCES could write a letter in one year to these churches, checking in with them and reminding 
them that we have loans available for any work that has not been accomplished—and celebrate with 
them over what has already been done.  
 
Norm lifted up a concern: he believes that the CDCES should be noted on the report itself (not Larry). 
Norm also wants to make sure that each report includes the church name. We need to work on ironing 
out these wrinkles as we move forward. Scott and David are working on paying the invoice.  
 
Ric noted that he was encouraged that there were no enormous problems identified in these five 
parsonages. We asked Tim to work on identifying five more parsonages for 2021 (we know that 
Hermiston would like to be part of that group). 
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: Nothing new to report 
 



 

CDCES grant money sources: Scott reported that our operating fund expenses were approximately 
$13,400 in 2019. The church loan portfolio generates interest, and 66% of this gets re-invested and 
34% is available for other uses (this was about $13,000 in the current year). We’re currently taking 30% 
of the loan fund within the Church Loan Fund and putting it in the grant fund. The proposal is to stop 
taking that 30% out and instead use it for the operating budget, so that all the Askings from churches 
can be put into the grant fund.  
 
Scott moved that, effective with the November 2020 financial reports, we stop moving 30% of the 
church loan fund interest into the CDCES grant fund. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
Scott moved that the CDCES allocate 34% of the earnings from the church loan fund portfolio (which 
includes equity, long-term, short-term, and church loan funds) to fund the operating expenses of the 
CDCES, effective for the November 2020 financial reports. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
Scott moved that the CDCES funds received as Askings from local churches be used to fund the CDCES 
Grant Fund, effective with the November 2020 financial reports. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
Ric expressed deep appreciate for Scott’s and David’s work on this! 
 
Annual Meeting: We’ll invite every church pastor and CDCES lay rep to our online meeting. We want to 
minimize and condense the amount of required business, so that we have maximum time for 
celebrating what our grant/loan money has funded; generate excitement for possibilities; and offer a 
grant-writing presentation for attendees. 
 
Laura will ask our grant/loan recipients to each create a short (two or three minutes) video; Ric will 
stitch these together. Heather is willing to work on creating a grant-writing presentation (she’ll 
communicate with Laura to get all the “process details” lined up). We will present our meeting on a 
Zoom call (rather than a webinar).  
 
Digital signatures: The grants/loans committee discussed this and decided to use the free signature 
option in Adobe Acrobat’s PDF program. 
 
Professional email account for CDCES: Laura has asked Kristen Caldwell about getting a “umoi.org” 
email address for the Society; Kristen thinks it’s possible but still needs to follow-up.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans Committee: We had no new applications this month. All the information about the 
application process/requirements is on the website as well as on each application form.  
 



 

Treasurer: Scott noted that we are reimbursing $51.99 to David this month for the annual subscription 
fee for Quicken. Scott will also pay the invoice for the parsonage inspections, out of the church loan 
account.  
 
Investment Committee: Norm reported that Greg says, “Earnings are a blow-out!” In spite of 
everything, earnings just keep going up. The bond market is moving down, though, which means that 
interest rates are going up. Our portfolios have been repositioned to reflect the new normal.  
 
Bookkeeper: Our Askings collected so far are at only about 42%. Eight churches have paid 100% and 16 
have paid $0 (the rest are somewhere in-between). In our monthly portfolios, they’ve all gone down 
(due to the bond value going down), although this will correct itself in time. Church loan payments: 
Westside paid off its loan entirely! The other churches are essentially all current with their loan 
payments.  
 
David moved that we keep the Askings at $3/member for 2021. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
  
Nominations: Ric asked Directors who might want to step down to contact him. We also noted that we 
have some members who have missed many meetings (our Bylaws specify that members who miss 
three meetings without notice can no longer serve on the Board). Ric will follow up on this. He also 
asked people to contact him with ideas for new directors.  
 
District Superintendent: Tim is highly concerned about Covid and its impact on our communities and 
our churches. He has heard rumors within conference leadership about possibly doing another grocery 
gift card push. Heather noted that food is actually easy to come by right now—the need is for help with 
rent, utilities, and other bills that are coming due.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was none. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:22 pm.  
 
Next Meeting: December 15, 2020, at noon via Zoom. The Investments Committee and the 
Grants/Loans Committee will each meet at 11:30am, ahead of the Board meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


