
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
December 15, 2020       11:30 am  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Tim Overton-Harris, Trudy Pollard, Heather Riggs, Randy Adams,  
 
Absent: Becca Farrester Milligan, DJ Antlitz, Funga Taufoou, Joy Atkinson, Sho Dozono 
 
Prayers: Heather noted that Rose Villa and Willamette View both had their first resident cases of covid 
this week. Funga is absent today because he has gone to San Francisco to bury his grandmother. Ric led 
us in prayer.  
 
Committee work: The Investments Committee and the Grants/Loans Committee each met separately 
for 30 minutes, then we regathered as a Board. 
 
November minutes:  Trudy moved that the November 17, 2020, minutes be approved. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Audit: Norm sent a reminder email to Gary McGee. Gary is finished with the audit, but he had a 
number of questions for David, so David is working on that information. After that, Gary will get out a 
draft for review.  
 
Parsonage inspections:  Ric talked with Larry to make sure that the Columbia District will be named as 
the “owner” on subsequent reports. Scott has created a tracking document, which he will upload as a 
googlesheet, to be shared with Laura and Tim. Tim is working on a list of the five churches for 2021, 
and should have that ready for the January meeting. Tim reported that the condition of the parsonage 
is coming into play with the Cabinet’s conversations with some churches, so the work we’re doing is 
timely. Tim also wants to keep track of any houses that are owned by churches, even if they are not 
considered to be parsonages (we don’t want to be slum landlords!).  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: Ric made contact with Cynthia MacLeod in September, but the two 
of them haven’t been able to connect. They will pick this up in 2021. 
 
Annual Meeting:  

• Laura is working on asking all of our 2020 grant/loan recipients if they’re willing to create a two- 
to three-minute video summarizing how they’ve used the CDCES money. If all respond, it would 
be about a dozen—more than we really have time for. The consensus is to invite all the 
recipients anyway; if we get “too many,” we can figure out other options (perhaps putting them 
on our webpage).  

• Heather is working on the grant-writing workshop. 



 

• Laura put together a draft of a possible agenda; Ric asked that it be distributed to the whole 
Board. 

• Logistics: Laura will design a registration form and set up the zoom link; it was determined that 
we do want to offer a “door prize” of a $500 CDCES grant to be selected at random from any 
church that is represented by both clergy and laity (excluding Board members); we determined 
that the reports packet will be digital for everyone (if someone wants a print copy, they can 
print their own). Laura will send information to Board members who need to submit a report 
(and she’ll send a copy of last year’s packet to Tim, so he knows what we’re talking about). The 
deadline for submission of reports will likely be Feb. 1.  

• Publicity: Laura will send a print flyer to all churches, as well as an email to a wide audience 
(churches and individuals). In the past, the email directly from the DS has been very effective; 
Tim will take care of that. Laura will ask Brandon to post something on the district Facebook 
page. 

• Investments information: We’ll ask Greg to do a four-minute video, if he’s comfortable with 
that. The registration form will include a field for noting any investment questions, which Greg 
can address in his video. We can also field questions via the Zoom chat function. Laura will also 
include a question on the registration form, asking if the registrant’s church would like a zoom 
consultation about investments. 

 
Professional email account for CDCES: We now have a “conference staff” email address for the CDCES: 
ColumbiaDCES@umoi.org. Please use this for any communication with Laura (you may have to train 
your computer not to autofill another email address!). Laura will change the webpage so that persons 
wanting to be in contact with individual officers will be directed to the official email address (then 
Laura will forward on to the officer—this way we also maintain a record of CDCES correspondence).  
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans Committee: Portsmouth Union Church is requesting a grant to make some repairs in 
order to continue its work in providing a winter shelter for persons without housing, which is an 
essential service in this neighborhood.  
Donna moved that we approve the grant to PUC from the VMF in the amount of $16,528.54. 
 Passed. 
 
Treasurer: Scott noted that we have a request from Pioneer UMC to withdraw $6000 from their 
invested funds, to deal with repairs due to flooding. Scott did write the check for the parsonage 
inspections, and that was sent following last month’s meeting.  
 
Investment Committee: Norm reported that Greg is investing and tracking and maintaining our 
financial situation appropriately. The committee asked Greg about his plans for retirement; he enjoys 
what he’s doing, and retirement is at least three years out. He will keep us informed as plans develop. 
There is a question about whether we should be invested in any fossil fuels; Lydia promised to do some 
research, and the committee will discuss it next month.  
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Bookkeeper: In the financial reports, David included a letter of gratitude from Greg and his firm. David 
has been working on the transition to fund the operating budget without church Askings. Westside did 
pay off its loan in November; most of that was transferred into equity.  
 
Pioneer has seven different funds, and the Ad Chair (Louise Darling) is unclear about the roles and 
restrictions of each fund. David needs to know the residual on the PHA fund. Tim will work on getting 
this information. David also believes that someone needs to sit down with Louise (and perhaps others) 
to sort out their funds. When they ask for a withdrawal, they don’t specify which fund, so David needs 
to make an educated guess. Pioneer is in a period of great change and transition. After much 
discussion, it was decided that we would not cut any further checks to Pioneer without an okay from 
Tim.   
 
The operating budget is about $4600 in the hole. Once David completes the December financials, he 
will probably come to the Board to transfer some loan money to cover the deficit. 
 
Next month we’d like to discuss how to “bump up” our grant fund, which has a current balance of 
about $7800. 
  
Nominations: Ric will have some names for us next month.  
 
District Superintendent: Tim has been working on putting together two different worship services, one 
for Dec. 27 (for the district), and the other for the Area (Blue Christmas, on Dec. 20). Tim continues to 
want to work with us to explore how we can better hook up new ministry projects with CDCES support. 
This work has been hampered by the covid restrictions.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Westside’s finance person would like their original deed trust, now that their loan is paid back. Laura 
will look in our files at the conference office to see if it is there. If not there, it may be with Bruce 
Rogers’ papers, which he apparently sent to the Conference Archives in Salem. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 pm.  
 
Next Meeting: January 19, 2020, at noon via Zoom. The Investments Committee and the 
Grants/Loans Committee will each meet at 11:30am, ahead of the Board meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


