
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
March 16, 2021       1:40 pm  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Trudy Pollard, Heather Riggs, Joy Atkinson, Funga Taufoou, Randy Adams 
 
Absent: Becca Farrester Milligan, DJ Antlitz, Sho Dozono, Tim Overton-Harris 
 
This was a very short meeting, due to the preceding Annual Meeting. The Board was convened for the 
sole purpose of taking action on three loan/grant applications. 
 
On behalf of the grants/loans committee, Donna moved that the Board loan $150,000 to Montavilla 
UMC, with the stipulation that the church get a title search and agree to the terms of the loan: 2.5% 
amortized over 30 years with a balloon payment at ten years.  
 Passed. 
 
In the course of discussion, the issue came up of requiring a budget for a loan application. The 
application form does not currently ask for this. We’ll have the grants/loans committee discuss this 
later.  
 
Donna moved that the Board grant $15,000 from the Vital Ministries Fund to Portland First UMC for an 
expansion of the church’s new shelter ministry for PSU students experiencing housing insecurity. Covid 
cleaning procedures and other protocols have greatly increased the cost of this ministry. 
 Passed. 
 
Donna moved that the Board grant $15,000 from the Vital Ministries Fund to Fremont UMC for their 
audio/visual upgrade. It was noted that Fremont has not paid Askings since 2014. The cover letter for 
the grant would strongly urge the church to begin paying, with the observation that future grant 
applications may not be approved if the Askings don’t get paid. We want to give them 15,000 reasons 
to say yes to the Askings! 
 Passed. 
 
The Committee also received two applications from Church of the Beloved, but we are not yet ready to 
make a recommendation. We are working on getting more information, and will likely be able to make 
a recommendation next month.  
 
Meeting adjourned 2:09 pm.  
 
Next Meeting: Annual Meeting on April 20, 2021, at 11:30am via Zoom, with committees meeting 
during the first 30 minutes. 
 



 

Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


