
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
April 20, 2021       11:30 am  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Tim Overton-Harris, Heather Riggs 
 
Absent: Becca Farrester Milligan, DJ Antlitz, Sho Dozono, Randy Adams, Joy Atkinson, Funga Taufoou, 
Trudy Pollard 
 
Prayers: Donna lifted up a hospitalized friend; Norm lifted up his son, a music teacher in Sherwood 
who is enjoying being back in the classroom with his students. Ric led us in prayer.  
 
Committee work: The Investments Committee and the Grants/Loans Committee each met separately 
for 30 minutes, then we regathered as a Board. 
 
January 2021 minutes:  Heather moved that the January 19, 2021, minutes be approved. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Norm moved that the minutes from the abbreviated Board meeting on March 16, 2021, be approved. 
Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Audit: Norm received a draft financial review for 2019 from Gary McGee. Norm found two typos, which 
he sent back to Gary, but other than that he believes it looks good. The Board members also received a 
copy of the draft before the meeting.  
 
Norm moved that we accept the draft financial review for 2019 as presented. Seconded. 
 Passed.  
 
Norm will communicate our approval to Gary. He’s not sure when Gary will be able to start on our 
2020 books, but we did agree that we want Gary to do these. David and Laura will talk about how to 
incorporate the list of monthly financial transactions into the minutes (this was a concern lifted up in 
the audit).  
 
Parsonage inspections:  Larry has started on the inspections, but we have not received any reports or 
invoices yet. We believe it would be helpful to have a better means of communicating. Scott has set up 
a spreadsheet in Google drive, and will share it with Laura (who will then share it with the Board).  
 
The 2021 list of parsonages: Aloha, Cherry Park, Heppner, Hermiston, and the Southeast Portland 
Parish parsonage. Tim noted the challenge of finding a qualified inspector in rural eastern Oregon. 



 

 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: Ric is still working on this, and is ready to move ahead over the next 
month.  
 
Westside Trust Deed: The last action was that Scott was working through the county. He has left 
messages with First American but has not talked with a person. David suggests that we can go through 
a title company, and use Larry Burbidge (as a realtor) to reproduce the trust deed; this would likely cost 
a couple hundred dollars. Ric will send information to Scott to follow up on this, and he’ll talk with 
Larry about working on it from his end.  
 
Annual Meeting Evaluation: Tim apologized for not being there. We loved having the short video 
reports! We need to keep this element, even when (if) we go back to in-person meetings. Many people 
felt the meeting was the best ever! The zoom element made it very accessible to people. The tech side 
of things was handled smoothly, thanks to good teamwork by Heather, Ric, and Laura. (And we hope to 
utilize zoom for Board meetings in the future.) We are pleased that more people are learning about the 
Extension Society. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans Committee:  
MONTAVILLA: promissory note has not been returned, but the committee has strategized a way to get 
it. 
 
PORTSMOUTH UNION: grant application (Hunger/Justice ministry), $12,000 
This is an application for support (mainly in the form of supplies) for the church’s hunger ministry, as 
they make meals. Heather gave an example of how Oak Grove uses its hunger ministry as a “soft entry” 
into the church’s overall ministry—but it takes an intentional invitation to do this. Because the VMF is 
designed to help jump-start churches in vitality, we want to make sure that PUC has a plan for 
intentionally use this ministry for increasing vitality, and that they have a plan for sustainability. The 
committee recommends that we approve half the grant ($6000) for six months, and ask the church to 
come back with the plans we’re looking for in order to get the other $6000. The action today is to 
approve a $6000 VMF grant, with the check written to Portsmouth Union Church.  
 Approved. 
 
CHURCH OF THE BELOVED, grant application (Why Race Matters), $10,000 
CHURCH OF THE BELOVED, grant application (Just Us), $10,000 
The committee is recommending that we fund both of these grants. This is a new church start, but the 
money would not be for starting the church, but rather for ministries of the church. We affirmed that 
the grants would be from the Vital Ministry Fund. We noted that Heather had a long conversation with 
Karen Ward (Heather has known Karen for many years). Heather clarified some questions about the 
grants. We also plan to ask for reports on the grants. These are both VMF grants, with the checks 
written to Rose City Park UMC (which serves as the financial agent for Church of the Beloved).  
 Both grants approved.  
 



 

The committee will work next month on revisions to the VMF grant application.  
 
Treasurer: Nothing to report this month. 
 
Investment Committee: Market status is doing well. Greg is positioning our investments to be in a good 
place in case of “an inflationary period,” which is being predicted.  
 
Bookkeeper: David reported that our total assets have gone up, and are close to $3 million. After a 
little reminder in the cover letter that went out with Fremont’s grant check last month, the church has 
now paid their Askings in full. Church loans are yielding about 3.1%. Loan payments are current.  
  
Nominations: Heather and Ric have been at work recruiting new members for the Board, to begin on 
July 1. Rev. Tom Orquiza-Renardo has agreed to join the Board in July. Ric and Heather lifted up several 
other names of people they have talked with who are considering the invitation.  
 
Ric asked Laura to share her news: as of July 1, she is stepping down from the administrative assistant 
position, and also from Board membership. Ric and Heather have already started trying to fill that staff 
position. They asked the other Board members to let them know of any ideas.  
 
District Superintendent: Now, more than ever, we seem to be creating this road by walking it. Tim 
encouraged us all to hold one another in love and care. The further we go into the unknown, the more 
that anxiety develops. One of the hardest things to do is to be OK with being uncomfortable. The work 
of the CDCES continues to make a difference.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:23pm.  
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 18, 2021, at 11:30 am. Gather for prayer together, then 30 minutes for 
committee meetings. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


