
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
May 18, 2021       11:30 am  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Heather Riggs, Joy Atkinson, Sho Dozono, Funga Taufoou 
 
Absent: Becca Farrester Milligan, DJ Antlitz, Randy Adams, Trudy Pollard, Tim Overton-Harris 
 
Prayers: Funga reported that his wife got her US citizenship last week!! Heather lifted up prayers for 
the Cabinet as they do the difficult work of appointments. Donna asked for prayers for those in other 
countries who are not able to get vaccinated. 
 
Committee work: The Investments Committee and the Grants/Loans Committee each met separately 
for 30 minutes, then we regathered as a Board. 
 
April 2021 minutes:  Scott moved that the April 20, 2021, minutes be approved. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Audit: We have the final copy of the 2019 financial review. Gary McGee has told us that he is not 
available for the 2020 audit. Heather will ask around through her non-profit connections for ideas. 
Scott has a list of CPAs that do non-profit reviews, and he’ll do an initial outreach to see if he gets any 
nibbles. 
 
Parsonage inspections:  We have reports (and bills) for Aloha and SE Portland Parish. We are the client 
for the inspections (not Larry, although Larry’s name is on the reports). Where should the full reports 
go? The DS and church representative should also receive the full report (they are currently getting this 
directly from Larry). Norm thinks that the CDCES should step up and take on the role of District Board 
of Trustees (allowed by the BOD) if the DS is amenable to this. Ric will make clear with Larry that the 
CDCES is the client and we want him to communicate this to the inspector. The CDCES will continue to 
store the full reports. 
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: This is still on our radar screen. 
 
Westside Trust Deed: Ric asked Larry to work with us so Ric now has a digital copy of what Westside 
already has. David noted that when the trust deed was originally recorded, it showed as a lien—and 
still does. He believes that we’ll have to hire a title company to have the trust deed re-recorded 
(showing that it’s been paid in full) and then signed off. But Ric thinks that we’ve already done that. 
And Brett Stuvland (current Westside pastor) has a different understanding. Ric and Brett and David 
will meet together via zoom or phone to try to get this resolved.  
 



REPORTS 

Grants/Loans Committee:  
SE Portland Thriving Community Cohort grant request ($20K): The committee likes the project but is 
concerned that no UMCs are currently involved. The grant request notes that they hope to get 
involvement with at least two UMCs, but that has not yet happened. The committee is recommending 
that we not fund this grant until there is involvement from two UMCs, and if we decide in the future to 
fund the grant, we would funnel the money through the UMC. Laura will communicate this to the grant 
requestor. 

Christ UMC loan request ($500K): The committee is in favor of this bridge loan, which the church plans 
to pay off within two years. The committee does have a question about the title report; David notes 
that the church needs to record a trust deed. Scott agreed that this is an appropriate step to protect 
our money. The process is that the loan would be approved, and then the church needs to supply a 
promissory note and a trust deed before receiving the check.  

Donna moved that we approve Christ UMC’s loan for $500,000 with an interest rate at 2.5%, amortized 
for 30 years with a 10-year balloon payment, contingent on the receipt of a signed promissory and the 
trust deed being recorded. Seconded. 

Passed. 

Re-write for VMF grant application: There was an extensive discussion about what entities should be 
eligible for grants: churches, ministry settings, new church starts? Eventually there was consensus that 
we should fund only UMCs (which is our current practice); other ministries could apply by partnering 
with a UMC—we would only send a check to a UMC. Ric would like to add a paragraph to the VMF 
application titled “Disbursement of Funds”; he will work on drafting this. Lydia recommended that we 
check on our history with funding a grant request from Transformational Ministry. It was also noted 
that CDCES is one of the few avenues available for local churches to get grants, so we want to be 
conservative about funding grants to non-church-related ministry. 

Norm pointed out that we have two primary grant applications, but it would seem to make better 
sense to just have one application, and let the Board decide which fund to use. There was consensus 
on the Board to do this; Laura will work on revamping the two applications forms into one.  

Treasurer: Scott reported in writing as he was leaving: “We will pay the $800 for Home inspections 
completed and reports provided. The Balcomb grant is usually announced by now and request for 
applications put through so [Scott] needs to know the interest available for the grants so we can make 
the request for proposals.” David will work on getting the amount. 

Investment Committee: Norm reported that Greg believes inflation is somewhere on the horizon, but 
it’s hard to say when. Greg is poised to do what is need for our monies, if/when that time arrives. Lydia 
is researching information about investments in fossil fuel companies, to help us make a decision about 
the appropriateness of maintaining those investments.  



 

Bookkeeper: David gave his report, including a report of funds that he is moving to cover our operating 
budget. 
  
Nominations: Heather and Ric are working on this and will get it to Laura (for the Conference 
Nominations Report) soon! They are also working on the administrative assistant position (so far, no 
luck with internal searches).  
 
District Superintendent: Tim was not with us today. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:24pm. 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 15, 2021, at 11:30 am. Gather for prayer together, then 30 minutes for 
committee meetings. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


