
 

 
 

Columbia District Church Extension Society 
June 15, 2021       11:30 am  

Zoom Videoconference 
 
Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Norm Dyer, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, David White, Lydia Henry, Scott 
Overton, Heather Riggs, Joy Atkinson (Joy had to leave shortly after noon) 
 
Absent: Becca Farrester Milligan, DJ Antlitz, Randy Adams, Trudy Pollard, Tim Overton-Harris, Funga 
Taufoou, Sho Dozono 
 
Prayers: Celebration that Donna’s son and daughter-in-law were able to get vaccinated! Concern for 
David’s daughter-in-law with impending surgery. Joy’s family member, in the ICU with Covid. Prayers 
for all those preparing for the upcoming annual conference session. Rejoicing with our ordinands, who 
will finally be ordained on June 26 (and Aug. 13). Joy is getting married on June 26!! Ric opened us in 
prayer. 
 
Committee work: The Investments Committee and the Grants/Loans Committee each met separately 
for 30 minutes, then we regathered as a Board. 
 
May 2021 minutes:  Donna moved that the May 18, 2021, minutes be approved. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Audit: Norm did ask Gary McGee if he’d be willing to come back to our work after Covid, or if he could 
recommend someone. Norm has had no response. Heather has a name of someone that works with 
another non-profit. Norm will contact that person.  
 
Parsonage inspections:  Two down, three to go! Scott has made a google form, but hasn’t shared it 
with Laura yet, so that we can use it for tracking the inspections, reports, and payments.  
 
Woodlawn Redevelopment Fund: Ric admitted he is having trouble getting this done. Scott is willing to 
have an initial conversation with Cynthia MacLeod, in order to get some basic ideas about what 
Cynthia has in mind. Would Erin Martin be interested in shepherding these conversations? Scott is 
willing to put together a discussion with the three of them.  
 
Westside Trust Deed: Ric will contact the title company to make sure the record on the deed in the 
county indicates that the loan is paid in full.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Grants/Loans Committee:  
 



 

Laura has designed an online application form, that would be used for all grant applications, with the 
exception of the Balcomb grant. 
 
We noted the existence of a variety of grant-related funds that are outside of what we generally use to 
fund grant requests; we’d like to have a conversation with the full Board about how we might use 
these funds. 
 
Norm moved to move the “new sites fund” monies into the Vital Ministries Fund. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
The Board likes the new grant application, so that’s what we’ll use moving forward.  
 
The Committee also discussed the trust deed for the new Christ UMC loan. Ric had a church member 
handle this, but when the report came from the title company yesterday, it was marked “preliminary.” 
Ric will call the title company to clear this up (David notes that the escrow officer can email David and 
Donna to indicate that the trust deed has been finalized.) David also noted that he will send a modified 
promissory note, since we have not yet released the check to Christ UMC. Ric will get the deed 
recorded, and then David will set a new date for the first payment and send the new promissory note, 
and then we’ll finally be able to release the check!  
 
Balcomb grant application: We’ve not publicized the application yet, and would prefer to wait until 
after annual conference to do that. Laura will convert the application to the online format she 
designed for our other grants. Scott reported that $856.39 is the amount available for 2021. We will 
include this statement with the information about the application: “We have limited funds for this 
grant each year, so we recommend you apply by September 15.” 
 
Treasurer:  
We have two requests for withdrawals, $20,000 from St. Paul’s, and $3,000 from Pioneer from the PHA 
fund (the Pioneer request was approved by Tim).  
 
Investment Committee:  
They met with Greg today. Lots of interesting information! Interest rates are going up, stocks are 
staying up, bonds are decreasing slightly. Greg is trying to prepare for a potential big drop in bonds 
(which will happen if interest rates go way up). The full report is attached to the Investment 
Committee minutes. Lydia is still doing research on the issue of investing in fossil fuel companies.  
 
Bookkeeper:  
David moved that we keep the Askings rate at $3 per member per church for the 2022 budget year. 
Seconded.  
 Passed.  
 
David summarized some information from the Financial Reports for May, which were distributed to all 
Board members.  
 



 

Church loan repayments are, for the most part, current.  
  
Nominations:  
Ric reported that the slate of nominations is mostly complete. We had put Andru Morgan on the list, 
but now we hear that he will not be continuing in his church assignment. Laura will submit the slate to 
the conference nominations team. Ric and Heather are interviewing a candidate for the AA position 
following this meeting. [UPDATE: Elizabeth Tuosto has been hired as our new AA!] 
 
District Superintendent: Tim was not at the meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was consensus that we would like to skip the July meeting and wait until August for the next 
one. Heather will send out an email to our new members in July with some information, and then will 
include some orientation pieces, spread out over the first few meetings.  
 
Laura was thanked for her 3½ years of service in the administrative assistant position.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:09 pm.  
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 17, 2021, at 11:30 am. Gather for prayer together, then 30 minutes 
for committee meetings. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett 
CDCES Administrative Assistant/Secretary 

 


