
 
 

CDCES Grants/Loans Committee 
September 15, 2020         11:30am 

Zoom Videoconference 
 

Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, Trudy Pollard, Joy Atkinson, Tim 
Overton-Harris 
 
Absent: Heather Riggs, Sho Dozono 
 
Portsmouth Union Church: We have a signed promissory note; the title search and trust deed 
are in process. We need to double-check whether we are going to loan the money to PUC or to 
the LLC. The committee is onboard with doing the loan. 
 
Montavilla UMC: The church is asking for $75,000 in a grant to replace the windows in the 
church. Tim has talked with the church folks; they are just not interested in doing this as a loan. 
Tim was skeptical that the grant would be approved, but the church was not open to 
considering other options. We feel that we are limited in what we can do. We don’t have that 
kind of grant money available—except in VMF, but this request does not meet the VMF 
definition. The need is real, but we don’t have the ability to fill it in grants. Ric is willing to write 
to them, explaining how generous our loan policy is. Tim affirms our consensus; he also believes 
we could grant them a couple thousand dollars. He pointed out that if the church left their 
investment funds in place (instead of using them for this project) and took out a loan, the 
earnings from their funds could come close to covering the loan payments. The consensus of 
the committee is to say no to the grant, but to encourage them to take a loan from us for the 
entire project. Trent Wilson and Robin Brown are the two primary people to talk with. Ric will 
write a draft letter after this letter (by 4:00 pm today!) and send it to Laura to send to the 
church.  
 
There was some conversation about clarifying the loan policy in terms of the addition (earlier 
this summer) of the 90-day grace period. We’re good with the proposed wording and want to 
bring it to the board.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:02pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett, secretary 


