
 
 

CDCES Grants/Loans Committee 
April 20, 2021         11:35 am 

Zoom Videoconference 
 

Present: Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Ric Shewell, Donna Ward, Heather Riggs, Tim Overton-Harris 
 
Portsmouth Union Church, grant application, $12,000 
This is an application for support (mainly in the form of supplies) for the church’s hunger 
ministry, as they make meals. Is sandwich-making a form of vital ministry? Heather gave an 
example of how Oak Grove uses a similar ministry as a “soft entry” into the church’s overall 
ministry, which has definitely contributed to the vitality of the congregation and its ministry—
but it takes an intentional invitation to do this. We also want to know how they plan to turn this 
into sustainable ministry beyond the year of the grant (which is essentially $1000 per month for 
12 months). Because the VMF is designed to help jump-start churches in vitality, we want to 
make sure that they have a plan for using this ministry for increasing vitality, and that they have 
a plan for sustainability. What if we approve half the grant for six months, and ask them to 
come back with the details we’re looking for in order to get the other half of the money? We 
agree to recommend this “compromise” to the Board. 
 
Church of the Beloved, grant application (Why Race Matters), $10,000 
Church of the Beloved, grant application (Just Us), $10,000 
Heather had a long conversation with Karen Ward after last month’s meeting. We agree that 
the applications do not really check off our boxes….but we do believe that the ministry 
represented in these applications is worth supporting. We noted that these two grants are just 
two of many that Karen is seeking (and has received) from a number of sources. The Committee 
is in favor of both of these applications.  
 
There was some discussion about our reporting expectations. Tim is willing to take a list of 
CDCES grants/loans at charge conference time, and then Tim would ask for reports at charge 
conference from the churches who have received money from the Society. We can also 
continue to ask for video “celebration” reports from churches for the Annual Meeting.  
 
Promissory note for Montavilla 
Becca has not yet returned the promissory note. The committee recommends sending it to 
another church leader who signed the loan application. Laura will follow up. 
 
Edits on VMF grant application form: We’ll work on this at next month’s meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:09pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett, secretary 


