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All UMVIM teams are reminded to contact their hosts prior to international and domestic travel during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic  

 

 
  

'Flexibility' is Part of UMVIM-WJ 
  

     One of the most important things we tell all new team 
leaders when leading a team is to to be "Flexible".  We 
are not talking about the flexibility of our bodies but how 
we handle those unexpected situations that occur during 
a mission journey.  For example, one of your team 
members loses their passport in the US on the way to 
the mission site.  I mean 'never to be found again' lost 
passport.  Or you are planning to put on a roof on a 
church you have been working on for  a couple of years 
and the money didn't come and no suppplies could be 
purchased for the planned project.  What is the team 
going to do now?  



     The same is happening with the Covid-19 pandemic.  One day you are talking about 
when you will be able to travel and work as a team and the next day, fully vaccinated 
volunteers can start to set dates for serve as a mission team as sites make adjustments 
to their Covid safety policies.      
   

      Here is some basic information about the new guidelines: 
If you have been fully vaccinated, you can resume activities that you did prior to the 

pandemic (from the cdc. gov website). 
• In general, people are considered fully vaccinated two weeks after they have received the 

required doses of their chosen vaccine (2 doses for Pfizer or Maderna and 1 dose for 

Johnson and Johnson.) 
• Fully vaccinated people can resume activities without wearing a mask or staying 6 feet 

apart, but you will still need to follow all state and local requirements.  Check with your site 

host for this information. 
• Travel guidance:  if you travel, you will still be required to wear a mask on planes, buses, 

trains, and other forms of public transportation traveling into, within, or out of the United 

States, and in U.S. transportation hubs such as airports and stations. 

If you are not fully vaccinated continue to follow the safety guidelines as described by 
the CDC : 

• Wearing a mask over. 
Maintain physical distancing of 6 feet 
apart. 
Hand washing often and/or using hand 
sanitizer. 
Sanitizing surfaces and equipment often. 

• Travel Recommendations for 
Unvaccinated People:    

o Get tested with a viral test 1-3 days 

before your trip. 
o While you are traveling:  

o Wear a mask over your nose and mouth. Masks are required on planes, 

buses, trains, and other forms of public transportation traveling. 
o Avoid crowds and stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arm lengths). 
o Wash your hands often or use hand sanitizer. 

o After you travel there is a testing protocol.  (See the CDC guidelines.) 

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=dddf9e5e25&e=d49f85ec1c


 

International Travel:   

• Pay close attention to the situation at your international destination before traveling outside 

the United States. 
• You do NOT need to get tested before leaving the 

United States unless your destination requires it. 
• You still need to show a negative test result or 

documentation of recovery from COVID-19 before 

boarding an international flight to the United States. 
• You should get tested again 3-5 days after 

international travel. 
• You do NOT need to self-quarantine after arriving 

in the United States. 
• Fully vaccinated travelers should still follow CDC’s 

recommendations for traveling safely including wearing a 

mask, stay 6 feet from others, and wash or sanitize your 

hands often. 
• Go to CDC website for a listing of countries and their travel restrictions and requirements 

at  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html 

If you have any questions, contact Ronda Cordill, UMVIM WJ Jurisdiction Coordinator at 

umvimwj@gmail.com.  

 
 

Meet Our New Annual Conference Coordinators 
  

Rev. Ken Daniell, Mountain Sky 
 
The Mountain Sky Conference Roundtable has approved the 
selection of the Rev. Kenneth Daniell to serve as the UMVIM 
coordinator for the Mountain Sky Conference. He currently serves 
as the pastor at Riverton UMC, in Riverton, WY. Ken was born 
and raised in the United Methodist Church and grew up in Dallas, 
TX. He has extensive mission journey experience that started 
when he was active in the youth ministry program at FUMC 
Richardson, TX. Ken has earned his Master in Education 
Administration with an emphasis in curriculum design and 
leadership development from Texas A&M University-Central 
Texas and his Master of Divinity from Iliff School of Theology. He and his wife, Amanda, recently 
welcomed their first child, daughter Grace Marie.  

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=b95a3fd8b6&e=d49f85ec1c
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Contact Rev. Kenneth Daniell at umvim@mtnskyumc.org.  

 
 

Steve Elliott, California/Nevada  
 
The Conference Committee on Mission Service is excited to announce the assignment of Steve 
Elliott as the new United Methodist Volunteer in Mission (UMVIM) Coordinator for the California-
Nevada Conference.  In this role, Steve will coordinate our 
conference volunteer mission team activities, including 
encouraging volunteer participation in mission service, training 
teams and team leaders, and promoting specific mission 
volunteer opportunities. 
  
Steve joins the UMVIM team with almost 20 years of experience 
leading volunteer teams responding to needs in California, 
across the US and around the globe.  In the last two years he led 
teams to Guatemala and Puerto Rico and helping with several 
major wildfire responses in California.  His prior mission trips include work in Haiti, Tonga, disaster 
recovery across the US and rebuilding homes lost to wildfires in California. He is an active member 
of the San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church in Alamo, California where his wife, Kim 
Risedorph, serves as Senior Pastor.   See news article.   

 Contact Steve Elliott at Steve Elliott     sae612@msn.com    
   

 

What's Happening in the WJ  

mailto:umvim@mtnskyumc.org
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Here is a video to introduce you to Peace Camp:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZTiAPCvh3s 

 
Contact:  Ronda Cordill at umvimwj@gmail.com for more information or to register.   

Schedule of Events 

Day 1: Sun., 6/13,  3 - 5 pm CST: 

DuSable Museum: 
“How to Stand Up for Racial Justice” 

A hybrid virtual and in-person tour of the nation’s oldest African-American museum, the DuSable Museum, in 
Chicago, IL followed by a visit to the site of the Obama Presidential Library. Arrangements are being made for 
virtual campers to participate virtually. In-person campers must provide their own transportation to/from both 
sites. A box lunch will be provided to in-person campers.  Due to Covid restrictions, space is limited for in-
person participants. 

Day 2: Sun., 6/27, 3 - 5 pm CST: 

Southern Poverty Law Center & the Equal Justice Initiative: 
“How do we treat the poor, the disfavored, the accused and the condemned?” 

Panel discussion and student engagement with representatives from the Southern Poverty Law Center and the 
Equal Justice Initiative. (Zoom) 

Day 3: Sun., 7/11, 3 - 5 pm CST: 

Native American, Greenwood Rising Museum, and the John Hope Franklin Center for 
Reconciliation: 
“How Have We Handled Silencing Our Histories?” 

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=33adefc0a4&e=d49f85ec1c
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Panel discussion and engagement related to the Native American and African American experiences in 
Oklahoma and how their history, experiences, and contributions to American culture and history have not 
been acknowledged. (Zoom) 
      
Day 4: Sun., 8/8, 3 - 5 pm (CST): 

“Where Do We Go From Here?”  

Back-to-school preparation, reflection time and moving forward. (Zoom) 

Registration is open to United Methodist high school students (incoming freshmen through graduating high 
school students)  There is a $25 registration fee. 

Sponsors: Northern Illinois Conference Anti-Racism Task Force Justice Generation, Northern Illinois 
Conference UMVIM, UMC Native American Comprehensive Plan, United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, UM 
Communications, UM Discipleship Ministries 

 
 
             Team Leader Training for 

Western Jurisdiction 
(Virtual Training)  

 
Steve Elliot, Cal/Nev's new UMVIM Conference Coordinator will be 

leading a Team Leader Training, virtually on June 26th 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
and 1-3 p.m.  

  
Open to all in the Jurisdiction who are interested.   

 
For more information and to register click here.   

   
   

  

Upcoming Events 
 

Mission Volunteers Discovery Event 
Thursday, June 3, 2021, 2:00 PM  4:00 PM  

OR  
Saturday, June 5, 2021. 9:00 AM  11:00 AM  

 
     We are excited that you are interested in learning more about volunteering in mission. What is a 
Virtual Mission Discovery event? A two-hour event to learn the basics of volunteer service and ask 
questions.  

• What can you expect from the event? 

https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=5bd052f5d9&e=d49f85ec1c


•  Hear about the difference between short-term and long-term mission engagement 
•  Learn more about partnership thorough Connectionalism  
• Build better awareness to share the program with others 

There is no charge for attending the event and attending does not commit one to service. Please 
email mv@umcmission.org with any questions.  

Click here to register for either Mission Discovery Event. 
 

         

:   
 
   

 

Virtual Missions: 
Far Apart, Linked by Heart on Sager Brown’s Holy Grounds 

     You are invited to a Virtual Mission trip to Sager Brown in Baldwin, Louisiana.  Join us for a 

2 hour trip to Sager Brown for an introduction to our campus and ministry.  Learn about the 

Depot and discover how you can play a vital part in our outreach.  The next tour is currently 

scheduled for May 26, 2021 at 1:30 pm CST.  There will also be another one on June 23, 

2021.   

mailto:mv@umcmission.org
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=2df0c8f5fd&e=d49f85ec1c


     Please email Tammie at volunteers@sagerbrown.org for the link to join or if you have any 

questions. 

 

 
 

Take a virtual mission journey to Guatemala!  
Each live, interactive session will be 60-90 minutes in length and take place over three 
Sunday afternoons: June 13, July 11 and August 8th (the second Sunday of each month). 
We will start at 1pm (Ohio Time) each session. The UMVIM Team Leader will be Rev. 
Kimberly Arbaugh. Our missionary in Guatemala is Lourdes (LuLu) Ramirez. Registration is 
FREE but if you're able, we are collecting donations through September 1 that will be sent to 
Guatemala. If you wish to donate by check, please contact Rev. Arbaugh and she will let you 
know where to send it. 

mailto:volunteers@sagerbrown.org


 

 

 
   

   

 

Long Term Recovery News 
 

     The Long Term Recovery Organizations are concerned for team and client safety.  
As the CDC guidelines change please contact the UMVIM Conference Coordinators to get the latest Covid-19 

guideslines.  



 
Oregon-Idaho:   
 Blue Mountain Region Long Term Recovery Group 
If you have a team that is interested in volunteering, please contact Louise Kienzle 
at umvim@umoi.org  | 541-620-0989.  
 
Oregon Wildfires 
     Wildfires devasted areas of western Oregon last fall. Long Term Recovery Groups are just getting formed 
so please watch for more information requesting volunteers.  Contact Louise at umvim@umoi.org if you are 
interested in serving with this disaster ministry.   
   

 
Pacific Northwest: 
  
    North Central Washington was affected once again by wildfires during the summer of 2020. There are 
currently over 120 new fire survivors from Okanogan and Douglas counties.  
      The Okanogan Long Term Recovery is reaching out to volunteer teams to help.  There are several 
requests for volunteers which include: cleanup (both ash/trash and metal), fencing, dirtwork, construction 
on client self-rebuild homes and outbuildings, and more.  
For more information contact Cheryl Reagan PNW UMVIM Coordinator at cherylreagan.umvim@gmail.com  

  
 

Cal/Nev:  Disaster Response Ministry starts Fire Bucket Campaign 
     To learn more about Cal/Neveda's Disaster Ministisry and to volunteer for Early Response or 

Long Term Recovery Teams, contact Sonja Edd-Bennett at  sonjaeb@calnevumc.org  or      916-374-

1525.  

If you would like to donate buckets or other disaster response supplies, please contact 

Will Ebeler at williame@calnevumc.org.  For more information, Click Here:   

 

mailto:umvim@umoi.org
mailto:umvim@umoi.org
mailto:cherylreagan.umvim@gmail.com%C2%A0
mailto:sonjaeb@calnevumc.org
mailto:williame@calnevumc.org
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=aaa387898b&e=d49f85ec1c
https://umvimwj.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ec9b94bfeea569bfd3374e24b&id=0477503c09&e=d49f85ec1c


 

 
  

   

 

 

Contacts:                                    
Western Jurisdictional Coordinator:  Ronda Cordill  
Email:   umvimwj@gmail.com  
Phone:  (509) 993-6753 (Cell) or (509) 235-5466 (Home) 
Address:  20116 W. Sterling; Rd Cheney, WA 99004 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE UMVIM COORDINATORS  
Alaska:                        Don Olson    
Cal/Pacific:                  Doug & Judy Lewis  
Cal/Nevada:                Steve Elliott and  Shari Sandoval  
Mountain Sky              Rev Kenneth Daniell 
Desert Southwest:       Mike & Lorraine Eyer                       
Oregon/Idaho:             Louise Kienzle  
Pacific Northwest:       Cheryl Reagan 
 
Your UMVIM WJ Conference Coordinators are there to assist and support you as you answer your call 
to serve as a short-term mission volunteer.  If you are already scheduled to serve on a mission journey, 
let us know about it, so that we can share your story.  Please feel free to contact them for information 
or connection to other VIM Resources.  
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