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The "In Between" Times 
       When you make a change or working on a transition in your life, there is a time 
period called, the 'In Between" Time.  It is the time between the 'old' and the 



 

'new'.  United Methodist Volunteers in Mission are in that 'in between time' from just a 
few teams serving domestically or globally over the past couple of years due to 
the pandemic to help more people than than we ever had before.  UMVIM is now 
changing from serving locally to getting out of our 'comfort zone' once again and 
traveling to places we know little about.  We are wondering: 

• How things changed during those two years at the mission site; 
• Did UMVIM change the rules to serve,  
• Are there new people working at the site,  
• Can I really travel safely now  
• And the questions go on. 

     This transition back to in-person has been hard for the UMVIM WJ Annual Conference 
Coordinators and myself.  How can we add the new opportunities such as virtual 
missions, we have developed during the Covid pandemic to our current program?  Will 
teams come back or did they find other ways to serve? 
     I know that the 'In Between' Times can be confusing, different, new, and even chaotic 
at times, but we are here to help you, the team leaders and members through these 
difficult times.  Just contact me or your Annual Conference Coordinator listed below for 
any questions or help.   

We hope that you will serve in mission during 2023 or 2024.   
  For more information or assistance, contact Ronda Cordill, WJ UMVIM 

Coordinator at umvimwj@gmail.com 
 

  

 
 

Disaster Ministry in the WJ and Beyond 

mailto:umvimwj@gmail.com


     The "In-Between" times can also be seen throughout Disaster Ministry; from the 
Rescue phase, through the Relief phase and finally during recovery.  Each phase the 
survivor moves through has that "in-Between" time not knowing what will happen 
next.  Long Term Recovery is the longest and often the more unsettling as clients wait for 
repairs or a rebuild of their home.   
There have been several devastating disaster this summer and fall in the Western 
Jurisdiction. See what has happened or is going on in your Conference.   

Western Alaska - Rev. Daniel Wilcox Conference Disaster Coordinator 

     Earlier this month, a powerful storm hit western Alaska, doing damage across the 
western Alaska region from Nome to several hundred miles down the Seward Peninsula to 
the mouth of the Kuskokwim River. Go to The Anchorage Daily News to learn more about 
the storm and the damage that changed the landscape of the coastline.    

     The Alaska Conference Disaster Response 
is actively involved with partnering agencies 
and state emergency response to help with 
the response.  The Alaskan Conference is 
holding a special offering with donations to 
the Conference Advance #310 with all funds 
collected will be used as the Alaskan UMC 
responds to those communities in need. Send 
donations to: Brant Henshaw, Conference 
Treasurer, PO Box 13650, Des Moines, WA 98198                      

     In the coming weeks, there will be training for those interested in being part of an 
Early Response Team. These are short-term teams that go into disaster areas to help with 
muck outs and clean ups. While we do not have specific plans to deploy these teams, this 
training will prepare you to be ready when we are able to determine the need.  

No, Teams are needed at this t ime.  Wait until they are ready for teams! 

     If you have any questions, please contact Dan Wilcox, Conference Disaster Response 
Coordinator, danielpwilcox@gmail.com. 
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Cal/Nevada:  Steve Elliott, UMVIM and Conference Disaster Coordinator 
     Steve has written a series of articles on the wildfires that have impacted the Cal/Nev 
Conference.  On September 3rd, the Mill Fire burned out the historic neighborhood of Lincoln 
Heights in Weed, California (far Northern California).  Lincoln Heights is one of the oldest intact 
Black neighborhoods west of the Mississippi.  It dates to the early days of the last century when 
Blacks migrated to California to escape racism in the South. Tragically, the fire started at the very 
lumber mill that founded the neighborhood in the 1920’s as a place to live for mill workers.  About 
4000 acres burned, two people died and over 100 homes destroyed or damaged. 
  

 
 
     The McKinney Fire started on July 28th and remained active for 26 days. Over 60,000 acres 
throughout Siskiyou County, in far Northern California, burned with the destruction of 185 
structures, 87 homes, and the loss of four lives. 
     Earlier in July, The Oak Fire in Mariposa County caused more than a thousand of people to flee 
their homes and resulted with several dozen families losing their homes.   
 Here is the link to their website with more information on their disaster response and how to 
serve.  

Teams are Needed for the Following Sites:   
Town of Paradise. We are assisting with homes for those who cannot afford to build 
themselves. For more details - California-Nevada Conference of The UMC | California - 
Rebuilding Homes in Paradise and Butte County (cnumc.org) 
 
Happy Camp, California. West of Yreka in far Northern California. We are rebuilding homes 
lost in the 2020 Slater Fire. For more information - California-Nevada Conference of The UMC | 
California - Slater Wildfire Home Rebuilding - Siskiyou County (cnumc.org) 
  

Contact Steve Elliott Cal/Nev UMVIM Conference Coordinator for more information. 
 
Pacific Northwest:  Cheryl Reagan, UMVIM Coordinator 
     Whatcom County who suffered damaging floods this past November is ready for UMIVM 
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teams starting in October.  They are starting 
with five houses for teams to work on.  Housing 
for Teams is a large house or volunteers can 
find their own housing.  Additional houses will 
start to be rebuilt in January 2023 and 
additional teams will be needed.   
Contact Cheryl Reagan for more information if 
you are interested in serving in Whatcom 
County, which is North of Seattle near the 
Canadian Border.    
 
OKANOGAN LONG TERM RECOVERY 
(PNW) continues to need teams for Rebuilds.    Contact Cheryl Reagan the UMVIM Conference 
Coordinator at cherylreagan.umvim@gmail.com or Aimee, the Okanogan LTR Volunteer Coordinator 
at ocltrgvc@gmail.com 

Other Disasters in Western Jurisdiction  

     Please keep in your prayers those affected by wildfires in Cal/Pac, Mountain Sky, New 
Mexico and flooding that affected Arizona.  

Puerto Rico is once again struggling after the recent Hurricane.   
 

To support all of the Disaster Ministries in the WJ and Puerto Rico 
Donate to the USDR Advance 901670 

Click Here To Donate 

  
  

 

 
 

Opportunities to Learn and Serve 
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ERT Training in Cal/Nev 

      Leslie Carmichael will be the instructor for the upcoming Virtual Early Response Team 

training via Zoom. The class will start Saturday and go through Sunday, November 
5-6, 2022. (The 8-hour class will be provided in two 4-hour sessions). 

     The Mission of an Early Response Team (ERT) is to provide a caring Christian presence in 

the aftermath of a disaster. The team is not a “first response” group; nor is it a recovery, 

rebuild or repair team. It is assigned various tasks; usually relating to safety, mitigation of 

further damage to property, and cleanup tasks to assist the homeowner in preparation for 
rebuild. 

WHERE: Virtual via Zoom (instructions will be sent after completion of 

prerequisites) 

WHEN: Saturday-Sunday, November 5-6, 2022; 1pm-5pm 

COST: $15 per person for ERT class. $41 for Safe Gatherings online background 
check and Abuse Prevention Training (to be paid on the Safe Gatherings website) 

INSTRUCTOR: Leslie Carmichael  

The training includes: ERT training manual, ID badge, lanyard and t-shirt.  

FLYER 
REGISTER 

For more Information contact:  Shari Sandoval; Volunteers In Mission/Disaster Response 

umvim@calnevumc.org or 916-374-1528 
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Applications Open for 
Global Mission Fellows and US2s 

Still deciding what to do with that gap year? 
  

"The Global Mission Fellows program of The United Methodist Church places young 
adults, ages 20–30, in social justice ministries for two years of service. The program 

offers the opportunity for service in the United States (US-2 track) and around the world 
(international track) and is excited to announce the launch of the application on Sept. 1 

for the 2023-25 cohort on the US-2 track." More information is here. 
  

I'm ready to apply! 
Check out this Video about GMF and US2 

 
 

Mission Volunteers 

Application and more information is here. 
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     Mission Volunteers are individuals or couples (ages 18 and up) who seek long-term 

partnerships with communities around the world and fund themselves. Mission Volunteer 

opportunities are diverse and range from working with refugees, children and youth to serving 

as a teacher, pastor, camp director or health care professional. The length of service ranges 
from two months to more than two years. 

      Applications to the Mission Volunteer program can be submitted at any point during the 

year. Applications are reviewed by a panel and chosen applicants attend a virtual interview. 

Selected volunteers must commit to a three-day training before leaving for their placement 
site. Applications are due two months before trainings commence. 

Are you ready to serve? 

 



 

Plan to attend a Mission Volunteers Training Event in 2022 

 

Nov. 30-Dec. 3, Nazareth Retreat Center, Grand Prairie, TX 

 
Info and application is at https://umcmission.org/mission-volunteers/ 

  
 

 

Contacts:                                    
Western Jurisdictional Coordinator:  Ronda Cordill  
Email:   umvimwj@gmail.com  
Phone:  (509) 993-6753 (Cell) or (509) 235-5466 (Home) 
Address:  20116 W. Sterling; Rd Cheney, WA 99004 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE UMVIM COORDINATORS  
Alaska:                       Don Olson    
Cal/Pacific:                  Doug & Judy Lewis  
Cal/Nevada:                 Steve Elliott 
Mountain Sky               Rev. Kenneth Daniell 
Desert Southwest:       Mike & Lorraine Eyer                       
Oregon/Idaho:             Louise Kienzle  
Pacific Northwest:       Cheryl Reagan 
 
Your UMVIM WJ Conference Coordinators are there to assist and support you as you answer your 
call to serve as a short-term mission volunteer.  If you are already scheduled to serve on a mission 
journey, let us know about it, so that we can share your story.  Please feel free to contact them for 
information or connection to other VIM Resources.  
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You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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