
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 2020 ANNUAL MEETING 
Columbia District Church Extension Society 

February 11, 2020, 12:00 pm 
Oak Grove United Methodist Church 

 
Present: Randy Adams, Sherrie Atherly,  Joy Atkinson, Allen Buck, Betty Cruson, Gabe Davis, Greg 
Dufault, Norm Dyer, Skyler Ford, Robin Franklin, Lydia Henry, Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Steve Lewis, Sandy 
Lofy, Andru Morgan, Patty Nance, Scott Overton, Deb Payne, Trudy Pollard, Linda Quanstrom, Heather 
Riggs, John Schwiebert, Ric Shewell, Brian Shimer, Donna Ward, Karen Ward, Annarie Wergeland, 
David White, Trista Wynne. 
 
Churches represented: Christ UMC, Fremont UMC, Great Spirit UMC, Gresham First UMC, Hermiston 
UMC, Hughes Memorial UMC, Lincoln St. UMC, Metanoia Peace Community, Oak Grove UMC, Parkrose 
UMC. Portsmouth Union, Rose City Park UMC, Sellwood Faith Community, Trinity UMC (Portland), 
Vermont Hills UMC, Westside UMC. 
 
Prayer and Meal 
Heather Riggs, host pastor, offered an opening prayer for our gathering and our lunch. 
 
Words of Welcome 
Ric welcomed the gathering and invited each person to introduce themselves with name and church 
represented (note the churches above). Laura distribute a Certificate of Gratitude to each church 
present that paid 100% of its CDCES Askings in 2019. This is the money that funds the Society itself, so 
that we have a structure that can invest and award money to Columbia District churches for their 
ministry. We couldn’t do it without your support! 
 
Celebration of CDCES-Funded Ministry: Oak Grove UMC/New Urban High School 
A school counselor and two students from New Urban joined Heather to report on the relationship 
between the church and the school that has been nourished over the past two years, supported by a 
Vital Ministries grant from the CDCES. New Urban is a small, alternative school located very close to 
Oak Grove UMC. It was clear from all of the presenters that this ministry has had a profound impact on 
the school community, as well as on the congregation. 
 
 



Investments Report 
Greg Dufault has been the Society’s financial advisor since 1987. Greg’s professional work is to help 
people build and manage their wealth. But with the Society, he is delighted to get to see the tangible 
results of managing the CDCES funds (example: the good work happening with Oak Grove and New 
Urban High School). Greg gave a summary of the market situation over the last years or so, and a brief 
history of how we got here. Greg and Norm Dyer are willing to visit any church on the district to discuss 
investments—whether or not the church is already investing money through CDCES. Contact Norm 
(information on our webpage) to set up a meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
It was moved that the minutes of the 2019 Annual Meeting be approved as printed.  Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Proposed Changes to the Bylaws of the Society 
Laura explained that, in order to ensure that the Society can maintain tax-exempt status through the 
UMC, we must change our organizing documents to conform with the denomination’s requirements 
through the General Council on Finance & Administration (GCFA). The amended Bylaws include those 
changes, as well as a modification to the way that lay representatives to the Society are selected (i.e. 
they no longer have to be elected by the church; if a church chooses not to designate a lay 
representative, then the default representative is the chair of the trustees). 
 
Laura moved to approve the proposed Bylaws as they appear (starting on page 26) in the 2020 annual 
meeting packet. Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Nomination of Board officers and members 
Laura moved that the current Board of Directors continue in their terms of service through June 30, 
2020. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
Scott moved that the slate of Board officers and members as listed on page 6 of the reports packet be 
nominated and presented to the Oregon-Idaho annual conference for election in June. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
Ric recognized and thanked the current Board members for their service. The newly nominated 
members will be invited to join the current members at Board meetings, with voice but no vote, until 
they are duly elected in June.  
 
2020 CDCES Budget 
Scott Overton, CDCES Treasurer, moved to approve the 2020 CDCES budget as presented on page 20 of 
the reports packet.  Seconded.  
 Passed. 



Scott also announced that the Rose Balcomb grant will be open for applications by the end of this 
week. Application forms are on the webpage; deadline for applying is April 1.  This grant is focused on 
music-related ministry.  
 
Reports 
Laura highlighted the contents of the reports packet, especially the last page, which includes links to 
the website, where members can find contact information for the Board, meeting schedules and 
minutes, applications for grants and loans, and a digital copy of our brochure. 
 
District Superintendent Report 
Erin Martin was not able to attend, due to a Cabinet meeting, but she joined us by phone to offer 
heartfelt appreciation for the work of the Society, and an enthusiastic invitation for everyone present 
to dream big and with passion about how we can partner together to do the work we are called to do 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
Celebration of CDCES-Funded Ministry: Great Spirit UMC 
Allen Buck reported on the transformation at Great Spirit, supported in part by a Vital Ministries grant 
awarded last fall by the CDCES. Allen spoke about his journey in coming here to be the first Native 
ordained pastor to serve at what was then Wilshire. He expressed his gratitude for the Society’s funds 
in helping to make possible some of the changes that are transforming what is now Great Spirit UMC. 
Allen reported that the space feels more hospitable, more grace-filled, and even feels “more Native.” 
None of this would have been possible without the various partnerships with those people and entities 
who have committed to be on the journey with Great Spirit.  
 
Grant Drawing! 
At last year’s meeting, the CDCES offered a $500 grant to a Columbia district church. To be considered, 
a church had to be represented at the annual meeting by both a clergy person and a lay person. In 
2019, Lincoln Street UMC won the drawing, and used its grant to significantly upgrade the AV 
equipment used by the adult Christian education group for watching/discussing videos.  
 
Linda Quanstrom is the current pastor at Fremont UMC; she was at the annual meeting with two lay 
persons from Fremont—but they both serve on the CDCES Board, which disqualified the church from 
eligibility for the grant! However, Linda graciously agreed to come forward to draw the name of the 
2020 CDCES grant recipient: Gresham First UMC! Congratulations to Steve Lewis, Lydia Henry, and 
Trista Wynne, who will receive $500 on behalf of GFUMC to further the church’s ministry.  
 
Adjournment 
Echoing our district superintendent’s charge: Ric encouraged us all to dream about new ministries that 
might be supported by the Society! He closed in prayer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:33pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett, secretary 


