
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 2021 ANNUAL MEETING 
Columbia District Church Extension Society 

March 16, 2021, 12:00 pm 
Via Zoom 

 
Present: Randy Adams, Joy Atkinson, Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Dan Benson, Karen Bolin, Allen Buck, 
Jefferson Chao, Linda Cook, Lauri Davis, Christy Dirren, Greg Dufault, Norm Dyer, Justin Fox, Lydia 
Henry, Jared Maddox, Tillie MakePeace, Erin Martin, Allison Mattocks, Bob McNary, Deanna 
Middleton, Julia Nielsen, Dave Oshiro, Scott Overton, Trudy Pollard, Donna Pritchard, Joe Purkey, 
Heather Riggs, Keren Rodriguez, Ric Shewell, Lisa Soule, Helen Stewart, Brett Stuvland, Fungalei 
Taufoou, Brenda VanRheen, Donna Ward 
 
District Churches represented: Aloha, Beaverton, Christ Church, Fremont, Great Spirit, Gresham, Lents 
Tongan, Oak Grove, Portland First, Portsmouth Union, Rainier, Rose City Park, St. Helens, St. Pauls 
(Milwaukie), The Dalles, Trinity (Portland), Vermont Hills, Wesley (Milton-Freewater), Westside, West 
Portland 
 
Opening Prayer 
Fungalei Taufoou, CDCES Board Member and pastor of Lents Tongan Fellowship and Pleasant Home 
UMC, opened the gathering with prayer. 
 
Call to Order and Words of Welcome 
Ric Shewell, president, welcomed everyone and called to order the first-ever Annual Meeting via 
zoom! Laura Jaquith Bartlett, secretary, led a roll call of all Society members, by church, and each 
member was able to greet the rest of the participants.  
 
The CDCES Asking 
Ric thanked all the churches who paid 100% of their CDCES Asking in 2020: 
Christ UMC, Faith UMC, Great Spirit UMC, Heppner UMC, Hermiston UMC, Hughes Memorial UMC, 
Lincoln Street UMC, Metanoia Peace Community, Montavilla UMC, Pleasant Home UMC, Portland First 
UMC, Portsmouth Union Church, Rainier UMC, St. Helens UMC, St. Paul’s UMC (Milwaukie), Trinity 
UMC (Portland), Wesley UMC (Milton-Freewater), West Portland UMC, Westside UMC. 



Ric also explained that the Board has changed the way it uses the Asking funds. Instead of going to 
Board operations, every penny that comes from the Askings will go into the CDCES General Grant fund, 
to be used by Columbia District Churches to fund ministry projects. When your church pays its Asking 
($3 per member), you are making a direct contribution to our grant monies. 
 
Investments Report 
Ric introduced Greg Dufault, our investments manager since 1987. Greg gave a brief overview of what 
has happened over the past year, from an investment perspective, and answered questions. Greg, 
along with members of the Investments Committee, is happy to talk specifics with any district church 
that requests a meeting through the CDCES. Many members indicated on their registration form that 
they would like an opportunity for a meeting; these will be scheduled in the coming weeks. 
 
Celebration of Dreams: Parkrose UMC  
The CDCES has funds available to grant for churches who need help in preparing to reopen their 
buildings. Parkrose UMC applied for monies, but they had a bigger vision than simply financing hand 
sanitizer and new signage. Andru Morgan, the lay pastor at Parkrose, was featured in a video that 
explained more about the new ministry at Parkrose. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Laura moved that the minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting of the Columbia District Church Extension 
Society be approved as printed.  Seconded. 
 Passed. 
 
Celebration of Dreams: Lents Tongan Fellowship 
When the Tongan Fellowship took over the old Lents building, they inherited a number of problems. 
They have taken out loans from the CDCES in the past, but this time they were looking for a grant to 
replace their roof, which was leaking badly and needed immediate attention. We were able to grant 
funds for about 60% of the total, and the Tongan Fellowship raised the rest of the money—as well as 
raising the roof! 
 
Reports 
Each member received a packet of reports and other information. Heather Riggs, vice-president, 
pointed out the CDCES webpage (www.umoi.org/ColumbiaCES), which has a wealth of information and 
resources. Ric noted the new email address for all correspondence with the CDCES: 
ColumbiaDCES@umoi.org.  
 
Celebration of Dreams: Gresham UMC 
Gresham UMC was the big winner of the $500 grant door prize at last year’s CDCES annual meeting. 

Trista Wynne explained via video how the church used the money to upgrade their community garden 

in partnership with Doulas Latinas. 

 
 
 

http://www.umoi.org/ColumbiaCES
mailto:ColumbiaDCES@umoi.org


Nomination of Directors and Officers for 2021-2022  
Laura moved that between now and the 2021 session of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference, the 
Board of Directors will be empowered to provide additional nominations for Board membership. 
Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
Laura moved that the slate of Board officers and members as listed on page 6 of the reports packet be 
nominated and presented to the Oregon-Idaho annual conference for election in June, with whatever 
additions or changes are presented by the Board. Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
Celebration of Dreams: Oak Grove UMC 
The Oak Grove UMC received a grant of about $14,000 last fall, which they’ve used to form a 
partnership with Storyline Community to work on housing solutions, neighborhood connections, and 
engagement with schools. Society members watched a video showing more of that ministry.   
 
2021 CDCES Budget 
Scott Overton, CDCES Treasurer, moved that the Society approve the 2021 CDCES budget as presented 
on page 24 of the reports packet.  Seconded.  
 Passed. 
 
Celebration of Dreams: Trinity UMC 
Early last spring Trinity UMC received a $14,000 grant to replace its sanctuary sound system for 
worship….and since then neither the Trinity congregation nor the Vietnamese Bible Church, which 
shares the space, has been in the sanctuary! But the church has still been able to use the new system, 
as a video from Trinity demonstrated. 
 
Grant-Writing Workshop   
Heather Riggs offered a short presentation on good tips for “making grantors smile.” She encouraged 
the Society members to remember: Grant writing is simple! Grant applications are the way the 
grantors can find organizations who want to do good things with money.  A few concrete reminders: 
Read the application instructions (all of them!) carefully. Be concise. Make a compelling ask. Turn in 
the application ahead of the deadline. Do not turn in the application until it is completed.  
 
Celebration of Dreams: Portsmouth Union Church 
The CDCES is proud to have partnered with Portsmouth Union Church for the last six years as the 
congregation has worked on its dream of providing affordable housing on the church property. Most 
recently, we provided a $400,000 loan to bridge the gap between the final phase of construction and 
the opening of income-producing apartment units. Rev. Julia Nielsen has been able to hold onto the 
vision throughout six years of work and a lot of mud—which she sang about in a video! 
 
District Superintendent Report 
Tim Overton-Harris was called to a Cabinet meeting, so was unable to join the Annual Meeting. His 
written report was included on page 8 of the reports packet. 



 
Drawing for $500 Ministry Grant  
The “door prize” (a $500 ministry grant) was awarded to Great Spirit UMC. Congratulations to Allen 
Buck (pastor) and Helen Stewart (lay member). Churches eligible for the prize were all those who 
attended the meeting with at least one clergy and one lay from the church (excluding Board members). 
Congratulations, Great Spirit! We look forward to hearing next year about what ministry project will be 
supported by this grant. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned by Ric at 1:36 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett, secretary 
 


